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THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
AGED 65 OR OVER IN
ENGLAND ALONE WILL
INCREASE BY 65% IN THE
NEXT 25 YEARS.

Ageing Society
The number of people aged 65 or over in England alone will increase by
65% in the next 25 years.
The Five Star Party recognise the challenges councils face on
a daily basis: promoting healthy ageing, combating loneliness and isolation
and ensuring older people receive high quality care when they need it.We
will also campaign to raise "Old Age Pension" to the levels enjoyed by the
rest of the developed world.

ADULT SOCIAL CARE
With people living longer, increases in costs and decreases in funding, the
system is at breaking point and is ramping up pressures on unpaid carers
who are the backbone of the care system. Our government must urgently
inject genuinely new national investment to close the core social care
funding gap that builds to £3.56 billion by 2024/25.
The Five Star Party will campaign for a new approach to
care and wellbeing. Government should implement a new ‘duty to
cooperate’, requiring the NHS to engage with health and wellbeing boards
as part of developing local plans to reshape and integrate health and care
services that are genuinely locally agreed.
Community care is funded through Local Authorities and it's not in their
financial interest to co-operate with the Health Service. Health and Care
in the Community should all be funded through the NHS.

Tackling age discrimination and negative attitudes towards older people
across society and in the media will be addressed by our councillors.
Lead by example, supporting council employees who wish to work longer
flexible working arrangements, and helping staff to plan for a phased
retirement.
Develop local strategies to address the housing needs of older people,
undertaken jointly with health and social care.
Encourage and facilitate the development of more specialist housing
options for older people.
Actively involve older people in the planning processes and regeneration
of public open spaces with respect to the impact on mobility and
independence, including the provision of seating, toilets and open spaces
that are both safe, attractive and clean.
Facilitate transport at a community level to ensure that older people can
easily access local amenities, health and other services.
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Support older people to learn how to use new forms of communication
such as digital technology.
Make non-digital sources of information available in order to avoid digital
exclusion.
Support intergenerational volunteering and active citizenship initiative.
Promote a positive narrative and images of older people and ageing.
Support action within local communities to promote their own wellbeing.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE SOCIAL CARE
If we truly want to get the best for children, the services that change their
lives must be properly funded.

Dementia
There are an estimated 21 million people in England alone who have a
close family or friend with dementia (one in three people over 65 will
develop dementia).
The Five Star Party will raise awareness about dementia in
key organisations and businesses within the community that support
people with dementia.
Develop a strong voice for people with dementia living in communities.
Engage people with dementia in future changes to their community.
Take a lead in developing employment policies that include the needs of
people with dementia and their carers.
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Plug the growing £3bn funding gap for children’s services by 2025
Children's services are absolutely vital for many families and must be fully
funded to ensure vulnerable children get the appropriate support and
protection they need.
Reverse the cuts to early intervention funding to local councils
Councils find it increasingly difficult to invest in the early help services such
as children’s centres and family support that can prevent children entering
the social care system and help to manage needs within families to avoid
them escalating. The Five Star Party will ensure that councils
prioritise prevention rather than cure budgets.
Review high needs funding for SEND (Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities)
Many children and young people with special educational needs and
disabilities miss out on the high quality education they need if councils
aren’t given adequate funding to manage the unprecedented rise in demand.
Most children in the State Sector miss out on high quality education.
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COMMUNITIES

Child Sexual Exploitation
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a terrible crime with destructive and far
reaching consequences for victims, their families, and society. We will
ensure that lessons learnt from the systematic abuse of vulnerable
children in Rotherham and throughout our nation are implemented on
local councils, Ofsted, Police and in local communities. We will ensure that
whistleblowers are protected and encouraged to speak out confidentially
to prevent further re-occurrence of this blight on our society.

Children andYoung People's Health

Homelessness

Did you know that last year the NHS had to perform over 43,000
operations - 170 a day to remove teeth in children and teenagers
in hospital?

Did you know that the housing shortage forces councils to spend £2
million a day on temporary accommodation?

The Five Star Party will work with the health, voluntary and
community sector to improve the health and wellbeing of children and
young people, issues such as: mental health, obesity, healthy eating and oral
health education through effective Early Years programmes.

Adoption
The Five Star Party will implement an early help strategy to
ensure that problems for children and families are identified early,
and responded to effectively as soon as possible.
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Housing is affected by mass immigration since an increase in demand
without an increase in supply will drive up both rents and house prices.
Councils have been forced to spend £2.6 billion to house people in
temporary accommodation in the past three years.
Almost 75,000 households are currently living in temporary
accommodation, including bed and breakfasts, hostels and private rented
accommodation.This is bad for families, communities and is expensive for
councils.
The Five Star Party will call for a temporary lifting of the
Local Housing Allowance freeze to help ensure the provision of
accommodation for vulnerable families.
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We will campaign to ensure that councils are able to borrow to build new
homes and adapt welfare reforms to prevent homelessness from
happening in the first place.
There is also the issue of building on green-belt/open spaces without the
local people having their say. Green belt land/open spaces also provide
habitat for our wildlife which is in decline.
Did you know that in the UK 1 out of 10 of its wildlife species are at risk
of becoming extinct? Since the 1970s, the population of endangered
species in the UK further decreased by as much as 65%. With the
significant drop in the abundance of its wildlife, the UK is now considered
“one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world”.
The Five Star Party will ensure that our green-belts are
protected and that new building developments will be curtailed to
brownfield areas.

Loneliness
Military Covenant

A recent study revealed that loneliness can be more harmful to health
than smoking 15 cigarettes a day.

Ensure that the MoD work with the Armed Forces to uphold the Military
Covenant and we will seek further improvement to the processes around
transition and resettlement.

Five Star councillors will raise awareness of the issue
reducing the stigma of speaking up about what can seem a deeply personal
issue and ensuring that local services understand the role they can play in
combating loneliness.

Improvements in the consistency of information available to councils on
people leaving the Armed Forces.
Take action to tackle the variability in the priority that base commanders
give to the Covenant.

Commonwealth Citizens without Status

Create opportunities to increase social interactions and build social
networks for those affected by loneliness.
Tackle drug and alcohol misuse if loneliness is recognised as a potential
contributing factor.
Create age friendly communities to overcome isolation.

Protect the rights of "Windrush" residents and communities around
Commonwealth citizens who are long-term residents of the UK and do not
have documents to demonstrate their status.
10
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COMMUNITY SAFETY
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
As many as 60,000 women and girls in the UK could be at risk of FGM,
and over 125,000 may already be living with the consequences (Equality
Now and City University July 2014).

ECONOMIC GROWTH
The Five Star Party believe that councils have a key role in
driving economic recovery and will press government to deliver real
devolution of economic powers and funding to councils.

The Five Star Party will ensure that councils fulfil their
statutory duty to safeguard children and protect and promote the welfare
of all women and girls, and will work with partners to support the long
term abandonment of the practice and enforce British laws against it.

STOP

FGM

Modern Slavery
Modern slavery can take many forms including the trafficking of people,
forced labour and servitude.
Five Star councillors will play a key role in tackling modern
slavery, including in identifying and supporting victims and working in
partnership locally. Councils' role can be separated into four distinct
areas:

The best local partnerships are created bottom-up and driven by local
partners that have the economic well-being of their local communities at
the heart of what they do.

1. Identification and referral of victims.

There remains a massive skills gap between the needs of the economy and
current skills levels across the country.

2. Supporting victims – this can be through safeguarding children and
adults with care and support needs and through housing/homelessness
services.

The Five Star Party believe that a devolved, streamlined,
local solution to skills provision can help bridge the productivity gap
nationally.

3. Community safety services and disruption activities.

We will campaign for a UK Shared Prosperity Fund greater than previous
funding - this is one of the benefits of independence from the EU. This
fund should be flexible, localised, and based on the needs of local places
and communities.

4. Ensuring that the services that councils engage, are free from modern
slavery.
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Local Enterprise Partnerships
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Digital Communication
Connecting our communities to future-proofed, fast and reliable
broadband is vital to helping them get on in life and take advantage of the
social and economic opportunities that decent digital connectivity can
bring.
The Five Star Party will ensure that all new build homes are
connected to future-proofed digital infrastructure.
Our councillors will prioritise future funding for the deployment of full
fibre on the most difficult to reach premises. It is only right that the speed
and quality of digital connectivity we provide to our rural and coastal
communities matches our national ambition to roll out world-class digital
infrastructure across the UK.

Employment and Skills
The Five Star Party will press government for the national
employment and skills systems to be more joined up and localised, and for
devolution to offer freedom and flexibility, so that councils can gear the
system to work more effectively for people and specific areas.
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Apprenticeship Levy
We support the target of creating three million apprenticeships by 2020
but believe more can be achieved if government allowed combined
authorities and councils to pool and plan local provision.
The Five Star Party believe that local government should be
allowed to pool Levy contributions beyond the current 10% level, transfer
beyond the permitted amount to other locally identified sectors with local
economic benefits, and ensure that Levy under spend goes back to local
areas where it is raised, rather than being handed back to the Treasury.
Devolving apprenticeship funding to the local areas in which they are used
will allow combined authorities and councils, schools, colleges and
employers to work together to help people get the skills they need to
progress in work, and supply businesses with the right skills at the right
time to help local economies grow.
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Transport
Well maintained, congestion free roads and affordable and reliable public
transport are vital to the local economy. The short-term goal is to repair
the roads and free them from dangerous pot-holes. Our long-term goal
will be to resurface and where possible widen suburban roads.

Small Businesses
The UK's 5.5 million small businesses are the lifeblood of our economy,
making up 60% of the jobs in the private sector.
Five Star Party councillors will support small businesses by:
•

Cutting business rates for the 1.5 million British businesses operating
from premises with a rateable value of less than £50,000.

•

Encourage local trade by ensuring that councils offer at least 30
minutes free parking in town centres and shopping parades and press
for free Hospital Parking.

•

Reviewing public sector procurement, with the aim of opening public
sector contracts up to small and medium-sized businesses.

We will look to increasing the capacity of our road network, widening
main single carriageways to dual-carriageways and concentrate planning to
ensure roads are faster-flowing. This ensures that commuters will get
from A to B quicker, reduce traffic congestion and improve air quality.
The Five Star Party will make improvements to local
transport infrastructure and increase capacity where necessary to ensure
that the transport network is fit for purpose and able to cope with future
demand.
We will invest in maintaining and improving footpaths and cycle lanes as
well as improving public transport provision for residents and visitors.
All infrastructure procurement, will where possible, be purchased from
British Companies and high streets.
High Streets and town shopping areas should be places where people also
spend their social and leisure time.
Accommodation above businesses should be reviewed to meet growing
housing demands.
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LICENCES, REGULATIONS AND
TRADING STANDARDS
Five Star Party councillors will ensure that resource is
focused on working with higher risk activities and non-compliant
businesses.

Illegal Gambling
The Five Star Party take a zero tolerance approach to illegal
dog fighting gambling.

Underage Alcohol
The Five Star Party take a zero tolerance approach to the
selling of alcohol to underage children.

Illegal Fireworks
The Five Star Party will work with Trading Standards teams
across the UK to identify and prosecute businesses or individuals selling
fireworks to under-18s, which not only increases the likelihood of antisocial behaviour in local communities, but can also lead to serious injury.
We will promote publicity programmes reminding local communities and
schools that anyone selling or using fireworks illegally can be fined up to
£5,000 and receive a prison sentence of up to six months.

Food Standards
Fake Goods and Cosmetics
These commodities are being sold by rogue traders across our nation.
As well as defrauding consumers and legitimate businesses, these products
can pose serious health risks, including chemical burns and skin rashes,
due to the chemicals included in them. Our councillors will actively
engage in awareness programmes warning all ages of the risks of
fake cosmetics.
18

The Five Star Party believe that all food premises should be
forced to display ‘Scores on the Doors’ ratings when EU laws governing
food safety are converted into UK law after Brexit to improve hygiene
standards and protect people from harm.
We will campaign for food labelling of Halal and Kosher products to be
clearly displayed, giving customers an informed choice.
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ENVIRONMENT AND WASTE

Tackling Waste Crime
Litter and fly-tipping is environmental vandalism. Not only does fly-tipping
create an eyesore for residents, it is also a serious public health risk,
creating pollution and attracting vermin.
The Five Star Party are committed to:
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Severe Weather
Five Star Party councillors will make provision of adequate
gritting lorries and salt for severe weather in the winter, and will engage
with neighbourhoods to provide grit bins to help them tackle icy
conditions.

•

Strengthen intelligence sharing and engagement to tackle illegal activity.

•

Encouraging local authorities to set up and run effective anti-fly tipping
partnerships.

•

Toughen penalties for waste disposal criminals.

We will proactively plan to reduce the risk of flooding on local roads by
employing “Gully Suckers” to keep gullies as clear as possible.

•

Ban plastic products where there is a clear economic alternative case
for it.

Our councillors will alert community groups and schools of the danger to
the elderly, young children and animals during heat waves.

•

Develop measures to reduce the environmental impacts of disposable
cups.

We will ensure that councils are equipping their staff with salt for street
cleaners to spread on pavements.
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CULTURE, TOURISM, LEISURE
AND SPORT

Fire and Rescue
The fire and rescue service is an integral part of keeping our communities
safe and secure.
The Five Star Party believe that the delivery of our services
should be locally-tailored, and overseen by locally accountable elected
representatives. Decision making should be informed and driven by a full
understanding of local risks and using a consistent risk assessment
process on which local communities will continue to be consulted.
We take a zero tolerance approach to violent attacks to our emergency
services personnel.
The best way to fight fire is to prevent it.To that end we will work in
partnership with schools, local communities and businesses to reduce the
risk of fires and seek to reduce the continuing high level of false alarms.
The terrible fire at Grenfell Tower in June 2017 has raised fundamental
questions about the regulation of building construction and fire safety.
The Five Star Party will liase with Surveyors and Fire
Prevention Officers to ensure there is no re-occurrence of this
tragic event.
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Libraries
In England alone public libraries were visited 225 million times in 2014/15
– more than visits to Premier League football games, the cinema, and the
top 10 UK tourist attractions combined.
Millions of people use public libraries. They support other public services
to achieve outcomes that are needed for individuals and communities to
flourish.
Five Star Party councillors will act as library champions
raising public awareness of what libraries can do for them by encouraging
people who have never had contact with the library service or have lost
touch to find out what their local library could offer them.
Where possible Five Star Party councillors will hold
surgeries in libraries.
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A recent report found that 92% of local authority park departments have
experienced budget cuts in the past three years and that between 2014
and 2016 a total of 214 playgrounds were closed by 65 local authorities
across the UK. www.api-play.org/news-events/nowhere-to-play/
The Five Star Party adopt a preventative approach of
moving by tackling social issues earlier which saves money and can avoid
significant problems for communities and individuals. Changing the
conversation to recognise the role that parks can play in funding the
prevention rather than the cure is crucial to sustaining their future.
Parks and green spaces provide places for diverse communities to come
together.Their role within our local communities should be recognised
and steps should be taken to help such groups establish and thrive as part
of a national network of ‘Friends of’ groups.

Sport and Health
Sport, and providing children with the opportunity to play, has a positive
impact on health, education, community cohesion and safety, and
economic vitality.
The Five Star Party will seek to achieve two important
ambitions for sports in the community:
1. Improved facilities and services for local people.
2. Reduce cost to the council, whether services are run in-house or
through an external provider.

Parks / Open Spaces
The Five Star Party understand the role that sport and
physical activity can play in helping address health improvement and health
inequality within communities.

All communities should have access to spaces for physical activity In
order to create a more active nation. In the case of public parks this
provision should be available free at the point of access to ensure nonexclusion of any section of society.
The Five Star Party believe that parks can act as a focal
point within a community and thought should be given as to how they can
be designed and improved to best support the communities they serve.
Investment should be made to ensure parks remain places for the inactive
to become active.
More consideration needs to be given to the informal play spaces that
provide opportunities for children to engage in physical activity at a young
age.The early stages in a child’s development are the most important and
green spaces allow them opportunities to be close to nature from an
early age.
Investment in parks and playgrounds is needed to ensure they are safe,
interesting places for children to explore with their parents / guardians if
active young people and adults are to develop.

Our parks and green spaces should be re-valued as a resource which
contributes significantly to public health, mental wellbeing and community
cohesion, not simply viewed as a drain on council finances for upkeep.
24

25

DIRECT DEMOCRACY ENGAGING CITIZENS

Tourism
The visitor economy contributes £121.1 billion to UK GDP (7.1%)
UK Tourism Statistics 2016,Tourism Alliance,
www.tourismalliance.com/downloads/TA_390_415.pdf
There is also high potential for further growth with the visitor economy
predicted to grow 2.9% over the next decade, which is more than the
overall UK economy (2.5%) www.ukrcs.uk/#home
Five Star Party councillors will preserve and develop the
environmental, historic, cultural, community and sporting assets and
traditions that attract visitors and make destinations authentic.
We will provide leadership to unlock future growth by supporting the
tourism businesses in order to improve their productivity through a
higher value offer and creating the wider conditions for the visitor
economy to thrive.
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Residents should be engaged and involved in decision making and
commissioning processes. This is Direct Democracy in action.
The Five Star Party are committed to the following aims:
•

Help bring disengaged citizens back into the democratic process.
The UK has been suffering from a decline in democratic involvement,
particularly in terms of participation in elections.

•

Empower residents. 69% of citizens think it is important to feel they
can influence decisions in their local area.

•

Support the development of locally focused devolution agreements
that are informed by citizens and are better suited to the strengths,
needs and aspirations of local people.
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•

Help improve service design and outcomes. Public services that are
shaped by citizens can potentially lead to improvement, in terms of
effectiveness and efficiency.

•

Help increase legitimacy. Areas with devolved powers that develop a
track record of civic and democratic engagement will help build trust
and credibility between residents and government.

DIRECT DEMOCRACY AND THE
POWER OF RECALL

We will ensure that our councillors are involved in the decision making
process and empower residents to make important decisions.
We will seek to abolish the undemocratic cabinet system which allows
power to be concentrated in the hands of a few and restore the
committee system which ensures the majority of views are represented.
We will rein in powers which allow unelected council officers to make
important decisions.
We will enable residents to force the council to hold a binding referendum
where a petition gains 5% of electors collected within three months.
Our councillors will be free to vote independently on local issues and are
not whipped like other parties.
This means they are not told how to vote on local issues and that the only
people they answer to is you the electorate.

Voters should be able to recall representatives at all levels of government
who serve their own interests or refuse to honour their election pledges
or fail to carry-out the instructions given to them by the people.
When representing the public our representatives need to demonstrate:
honesty, openness, and the courage of your convictions! It’s been proven
time after time this not the case with a number of MPs, MEPs, AMs, MLAs,
MSPs and Councillors - These are core ethics needed in politicians.

OUR CURRENT SYSTEM OF DEMOCRACY HAS FAILED
Instead of trying to frustrate Brexit or overturn the
Referendum Result, regardless of how they voted in the
EU Referendum, MPs have a duty to put their differences
aside, honour the referendum result, their election
manifesto pledges to deliver that result and work
together to build an independent strong, free, fair and
prosperous United kingdom for their constituents.
John Rees-Evans, Party Leader

Currently we are unable to recall those we elect to represent us for
refusing to honour their pledges or carry-out the instructions given to
them by the people, demonstrating the need for Direct Democracy
28
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